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~PeOpJ~l,,talking. &olr,F~tl:l~·1:h:ea:vt' ~--. --:-"-
Jewish, ·. Arab, · Mu~Hm_ studentstholddialogye at. Georg.etown 

· · byErlcFingerh~f .:.· < :;t~~~ ··~emopstrate~ .:~t i\llk~!1g ·. . .· ..... · · · · .. ·. ·.> ·" · · · · .. ~pay.(ihriqe~ds, ~o~ew. 
·:p1aff W,riter .··. · ··• · ~~out,,the~ ?~~.\i~t · · · ·• '. ., · s!<epp~ .. Sal,qtPoll ~.~sh. .. ~ 

v<•' c· '•: :1f1:'.!:1'.<l-ub~~~f~~ , ... m~rpr~W~t.~ftheG.~t 
·. · /{. ' · n Arab studen~ st.anai'.~~ .. • fas '\¥1 , )$fl · ··· IsraeliAlliance:who bee ' 

. to discuss an. argument . r~af~~ia ,, ,,,. )it,( yoQ~.<fmfugtlie diaiogue .·· .· 
· about the Middle' East he . mg Room ,Di~ogu¢, . in:gabouthjsfamily'sSyrian , 

'had With his JeWish: dorm hallrliate, ·. ·. ifo,.-nia, talked abt)ut . 'qW he .bad and tensions'with Arab stud 
'.) '•.and how.unfortunate itWas that ·neve'r met a. Pales~.i.y!,a,n -·~ptil ~b¢wasgbdhewas'iablet6 

. th~ discussion had tut ne'din,a; ty. beginning a dialo'gu:e group. some pressure:.' ' 
'. The.Jewish hallmate$tand~ up and rhen Mdhamroed. ·; M-Att~. But,headded,.''.I dontkno 

·apologizes for the ind~ent. The · , whp described himself¥ a PaleS,- · .this actually chap.ges .. t, : 
two students embrace. tinian/Jordanian-American and :i<alach .. s~i4 th~twhile t , 

' > 'Tll~twasthe sce~e ?n ;;rue,sday .. participates in a· dialogue gr~µp . Iogue 1e~.ciers ·nrged student 
. ;~ oflastweekatGedrgetoWfi Uni- ·.• inSanAritonib; recouiitedgrow- . "the .other «·sid!!· as hum 
'..' ~ersity, as Jewish, Atab.· amfM. 'u_s- .ing tip in Jord;m as .?an "angry . Len Traubman, left, and Mo..amnied Al-Attar lea(I a dialogue on the Mid- already see eacli other ash · 

· " .. .. " b d · h h die East last week at Georgetown Unlvers'lty. . . . 'lim students 'calne together for a y9ung man o sesse wit ,t e · · ·· , · . ' "It's a really, really inte 
q1alogue · that participants ~· say .'. Arab-Israeli conflict. " . Photo by Eric Fingemut flict;' he said, and prob le 
showd heip ease tensions between . Al-Attar's life began to change . up, so did the Stildent$. A Jewish communication"between the groups, fr()m; for example, demon 

th ' t · · '· ·.. . >Vbenhewas28,hesaid,.afterfirst .. student .stood .up·. 'and talked butthiseven.twasaachanceto"reach: th·a·ta .. ccuse.Isra;.loftakin· · · e wo groups. . .. < : , .. " 
Thtt dialoglie ta:ffie aftet ariil}Ci~ , hearing about . tl)ett'f~loc'~uS,.t. about .how. hewaS,, able to have a · out" aiid '.'.es~blis~ friendship and ' lik~" ~ctio;,.s ; , 

. dentlastyearthatup8et li}~y'Jew- c> '.~Ittookmetwoyearstobelieve lengthy, educational discussion comm'1fl1ty, .· . 'An~th,er attendee qu 
.~ ish ·a:rid pro" Israel stUd~nis: the " it really happened,"• he said, about the Middle Ea8t one-on-one Rabbi Harold .. White; George.:. ho~useful a dialogue betw · 

. 'y0~ng Ara.blead~rship'Alliance becaus.e "!'didn't want to believe with a Musljm stu.~ent. A Muslim town,'s senior Jewish chaplam, ~aid . isfi and .AJ,-ab $tlidents is, sin 
. < ~.-'li~d set up a mock'"cMfJC1:><5int" ·it happened. If l \;elieve it, then · student talked, aQ6ut Pis JewiSh b~t ·· it was great to see ·~people talking , Isr~eli and Pakstinian lead,' 
::''·on ~ampU.s; stu?ents ~~ik'.ing'by . · .. the Jewish people . are· human ... friend . from. high ; s~l;iool, from from the heart" He hopes ttwill lead . · tr,uly settie the conflict: 
' who were' deemed to be, "Pales- . [and] someone suffered 300 .. tiines . whom"h,e ha<;l leatn~d about the io a more positi~e atmosphere on '.,Bt;lt the Ttaubm~s said . . 

tinian" had.to present ~der,itifica- · . more than the Palestinians:.' Holocaust. · .. campus. · · · ainong Americans helps to 
tion, while protesters dressed as Calling his life in the :Oruted States After the foi:inal event w:rapped He siric:J that while Georgetown is · ex;imple. · 
lsra:eli soldiers . searched and a remarkab,le "jourrieyt ·Af·Attar up, some participants stayed around often ' singled out as a school with ·· ":We wantto be a light to · 

. harassed .. ,protesters pqs;n:g as said that "every timeli:Ileet a Jew- for up to an hour to oontillue taJk- tense relations among Jews and Arabs . of the world;' Libby 'tra 
i Palestinians. ·'• . . ·,:' . i.;;s>/·: . . ish person~ I 'learn' j§~¢thing:' . ing' to each o,thet ~d ¢.e dial9gue andMµslims, he sees on a ''.one-tg- '" said . 

. :itastweWs eV;ent:wa,(sp~~~ored .· He also reco.ffitted ;l"ri~nt~sit leaders~ ·.: .:<i.l; 1v,··.· •.. ' .. · · . orie!evehpc,redi.blydose ~elations" · '' 1· And p~rhaj)s tl:le id 
':by the' ()ffi,c~of ¢3:,mpus,MWstry toa.Shabbat setvice, where he wote BOth:JewishandArabstudents Said · between pt?-Israel atJ,d pro-Phles- ;Were a Jightto Georgettj 

; ·~f Gebrg~town and a hostj :if stu~ 'a yarm~lke. "It (eels so ~'tow~ . ·tlwt the dialogU.e h~lpedto human- tiQi.an' ' w~4ents. Confrontations ' . . ' dents, As a reporter spoke t 
;t::}i ae;iit gtc,mps, indudmg the;Y'oung fr," he' said. "I alway~ ' saw '[ it] as ize each other and protiioted respect. . ,, . arii>e from th~ orgcinizations, which- .. baz,,a Jewish aequamtanct 
f\%At~b Leadership Allia,nce/jewish something against me." . .. Muhammad Shahbaz, wh6 . is ru;e often'enc:omaged by"oui:spoken .hini a piece of paper wi 

"!Sti:ldent Association, Musli:n:l Stu- Al~ttar urged those;at the dia- active iri ,Arab and Muslim groups, facwty;' he ~id.' .. phone numb~r on it, ·.· 
: dent Asseiciation, Georg~to'wn logue to "do a self-ex(!rn. : .. We'.re said there : has been "very little While rriany though~ the dialogue .'they cquld talk. 
·. Isra.el Alliance 'lU1d Students for not all terrorists .... We.want our 

;,;;· .. i,~J&~t~'.'.E,ast Peace. · · . . . .·. . ·• kids to .succe~d }ust like you." 
~ p~·,)I;he.~fu~~tit dialogue deveioped . Traubman and Al~Attar empha-
·. " gradually: First, . thk , fiiafogtJ,e ;: . . sited that if both.sides see the other 

~ders ~xpla'.ir¥' · ''"' "'k ' "~·., "htjm~n ije~gs;• they can 
'·· cu~&ions 'ai~~y~·& .. , ar~ ' . reiilly "tackJe'tJ:fo lSS ,,,d .. ,. " 

:,{', ;:ti1$ipapts teQ:ing their "life stol'.iest' As ~e dial9gue leaders opened 
~;.J;,,._A,- .;'<·J:.· -::·: . E,~-. ;--~ .-. -/ 


