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Step . Humanizing &Integrating
Personswith Physical Handicaps in Cote d'lvoire
May, 2015

The Urgent Need
In Cote d'lvoire (lvory Coast) and across Africa and the planet, physically challenged youth and adults &
generally stigmatized, shunme abused, dehumanized, and excluded from family, school, business, an
community life. The remedy and preventive to meet, hear, understand, humanize, respect, and dignify one
another.No organization has yet enacted such "rsocialisation” in Cote d'lvoire.

The Stigmatization of Disabilities in Africa and the Developmental Effects (201
confirms that "stigmatization still exists in large scal®l leads to exclusion and

prohibiting them from obtaining decent education, proper health care and ha
access to jobs and financial suppddisability in Africa (2012)supports that "the
vast majority of Africans with disabilities are excluded from schools
opportunities for work, virtually guaranteeing that they live as the poorest ofth .
poor. Schooknrolment for the disabled is estimated at no more tkHED fiercent and as many as8@percent

of working age people with disabilities are unemployed. The social stigma associated with disability results
marginalization and isolation, often leaditogbegging as the sole means of survival.”

The Response

The Ivorean citizens ofUnited for Peace Against Conflict (UFPACI) --
http://ufpacidialoque.net- contributed their skills fronrecent %'
S,

VIEW RTI-TV
national news

experiencesacilitating reconciliation between alienated villag
tribes, and Albino and neAlbino women, men, and youth o
Cote d'lvoire described dtttp://traubman.igc.org/vidnigeriaivorycoast.htr8kills had
been adoptedrom timetested examples in the 2012 document&ALOGUE IN
NIGERIA: Muslims & Christians Creating Their Future

o

Planning first required unprecedented trustbuilding in four, step
by-step sessions that alsenboldered the newly formed §
Physically{HandicappedPersonsissociation of Cote d'lvoire. !

They confided "We have never been offered suah public
opportunity to speak out and be heard about our suffering, exclu
and humiliations. When we try, nobody rewes us. Doors are
closed. Youare the first to open your arms, hearts, aa taus"


http://vimeo.com/100366261
http://vimeo.com/100366261
http://digitalcollections.sit.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2660&context=isp_collection
http://www.ascleiden.nl/content/webdossiers/disability-africa
http://ufpacidialogue.net/
http://traubman.igc.org/vidnigeriaivorycoast.htm
http://traubman.igc.org/vidnigeria.htm
http://traubman.igc.org/vidnigeria.htm

A priority was establishetb include students and school administrators, to promote inclusive eduedtion
socal justice-- in school campugarning environments. This step walhrich student moral, psychological ,
spiritual, and intellectual developmeninvitations were delivered to 11 disabled persons' care ceartdr$o
UNICEF, Save the Children, Children of AfricaNBSCO, and MENETand theMinistry of Employment &
Social Affairs, Ministry of Interior & Security, traditional rulersnd Physically Handicapped Persons

Planning meeting of representatives fromRtmg/sically Handicapped PersbAssociation of
Cote d'lvoire and initiators from Unitedrf Peace Against Conflict, International in Abidjan

All-Day Dialogue Among Physically Handicapped Peoplé®dP) and

Non-Physically Handicapped People (NPHP)
Saturday, © May 20158 Adama Sanog€olleged Plateau DokyiAbidjan, Cote d'lvoire
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1'oNG UFPACI (Unieo For Peace Acainst Conruict INTeRnATIONAL)
En collaboration avec Jewish - Palestinian Living Room Dialogue Group California USA
Vous souhaites la Bienvenue a la conférence de la Jeunesse sur le dialogue interculturel
The Batir des relations intercommunautaires a travers
0CE e dialogue .. terculturel avec la participation de la jeunesse
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Objectif : Former d-s défriseursdela Paix.
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Physically handicapped participants arriving atwbeue




PHP participants sit only witl
their uswal, familiar group.
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Representatives of the council g
traditional chiefs of Cote d'lvoire
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Gnamien Louis Patrice, Executive Secretary
UPPAQ welcomes participants and introducg
theday'sthemeINCLUSIVE EDUCATION:

TO PREVENT PREJUDICE AND PROMOTH
SOCIAL JUSTICE

Honourable Gue Pascal Chief Tonkui offers his
ceremonial blessing.
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Offuh James Offuh, UFPACI Directortamds in respect as a college student sings the national an
<k
Cherif Mamadou,
representing thd

Physically Handicappe
Persons tells stories abo
how PHP citizens arg
stigmatized, hmiliated,
and rejected socially an
economically. He plead
fort such prejudice ang
injustice to stop.

Mr. Itouaatipo Antoine, Director of Adam
Sanogo, offers his ceremonial blessing.
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Exhibited art creations ofalented Physically Handicapped People (PHP), illustra
some of their many potential gifts to enrich the community if given opportunities.
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OFFUH Jamespresentinggraphics about effective communication with conscious listeriogearn, to
transform relationships, reconcile conflicts, aedlirect history "Your own listening position determines t|
level of mutual understanding in the relationship.”

Up eHRGH, c'est @mﬂmﬁ

\

Vous & moi Un ennemi, c'est quelqu'u
Ecoutons en dialoguan dont on ignore ['histoire
You and me An enemy is onevhose
Listening in dialogue story you don't know

4 ‘3o

e ‘
PHP and NPHP participants beg "I am glad to learn and understand what Sustained Dialogue i
sitting together, side by side. about the "other" person and me listening from the heart."

"As a handicappedperson, | often feel hurt when the publig
stigmatises and humiliate us. This day is a new experience of
heard and part of the community."

"I am glad to learn and understand that sustained dialogue ig
about the other person, with me listening from the heart.”
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"The dialogue graphics
help me understand hoy
listening has  beer
missing."

"I thank UFPACI for
helping us take this big
step to be in the sam
room together, socializing
us, and explaining theg
intelligence of actually]
meeting tohumanize and
understandurselves."

Perspective Squares Experience

i Participants realize that others have diverse perceptions,@\iga of the same geometric figure
i Thereis more than one way my way-- to seeand experienca situation.
1 People see 16, 17, 18, 40 and other numbers of squares.




Faceto-Face Dialogue:

A Personal Story-Sharing Experienceof Communication

1 Allows each person to shaner or his life's narrative and relate to others.
i Each person experiences a new quality of listetodgarn as well as being heard, while discovering
that "an enemy is one whose story we have not Heard.

Story

" *An enemy is one whose story we have not heard.”
Gene Knudsen-Hoffman

(surface)

Most of life
is
not visible

your story

Listening

Communication Habituelle

100% Se Préparer 100%
Attentif a Réagir Réagir

|

Dialogue

100% Ecouter pour 100%
Aftentif Apprendre  Se Renseigner

|

Usual Communication
100% Preparing 100%
Attentive to React React

|

Dialogue

100% Listening 100%
Attentive to Learn Inquire

|



After experiencing a new way of communicating- listening and being heard-- participants
assimilatewhat had meaning and about the quality of listening in their twosome.
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Chef GUE PASCAL: "I
am touched by his stories
| have giving him my
cortact information so
they can contact me."

PHP:. "l wasglad, to
listen learn, and feel
his concern about m)
stories"

Y ~$7.
y e
/// TNl A

NPHP: "He told me a "I am a teacher in sociology in thi | PHP: "I am happy the way
story how his parenf college | am inspired by theg | we are honored today, |
wanted to throw him quality of the trainingn sustained| | am very happyand God
away because heis dialogue with careful listening to bless UFPACI"
handicpped | am the OOTHERSO. I
touched: wish to join this organization to

learn more aboutlialogue’

EXHIBIT: Creative Art of Physically Handicapped People (PHP)



