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STORY AS ENTRY TO

RELATIONSHIP
A 1-1/2 hour classroom communication experience of quality Dialogue.

PREPARATION

The teacher pre-screens and studies the 43-minute DVD film – DIALOGUE AT
WASHINGTON HIGH.

Digital projector, audio system with speakers, and screen to play DVD
Wireless microphones will help everyone to be heard in this particular experience. They

are ideal but not required.
Class arranged in a circle, if possible. It is ideal to be able to see each others’ faces and

not the backs of heads.
The full 90 minutes is needed. If possible, arrange for a two-hour time period to allow for

more relaxed, complete assimilation and learning.

THE EXPERIENCE

WELCOME
(5 minutes)

Teacher welcomes the class to a very new kind of experience and quality of
communication.

Present an overview of the whole morning.
If a guest is facilitating this experience, the teacher should set the context and thoroughly

introduce the guest facilitator.

INTRODUCTION TO PRIINCIPLES
(5 minutes)

Teacher describes the history, contemporary context, and principles and qualities of
Dialogue.

Dialogue is that rare form of engagement with a new quality of compassionate listening –
without "yes,but" – with the motive to learn, expand one's own frame of reference, explore
the speaker, and together discover new meaning and new social intelligence.

Dialogue is between two individuals, and not between groups or institutions.
Dialogue usually begins with personal narrative, to give the listener an insight into the

humanity of the speaker.
Dialogue is not:

Conversation – casual, superficial, safe
Discussion – from percussion, concussion – batting around well-formed ideas, waiting

for what you want to say next
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RESOURCES
"A story is the shortest distance between people."
Pat Speight

"An enemy is one whose story we have not heard."
Ms. Gene Knudsen Hoffman

"God gave us two ears and only one mouth, that
we should listen twice as much as we speak."
Universal proverb

"Listening is to communication what blood is to the body.
It is one of the great acts of love and of healing."

Len Traubman

More thoughts about Story
http://traubman.igc.org/story.htm

Useful relationship building ideas and inspiration
http://traubman.igc.org/peace.htm

Streaming video and audio about Story and Dialogue
http://traubman.igc.org/stream.htm

An inspiring 15-mintue video about CHALLENGE DAY
http://challengeday.org/watch-our-videos/teen-files.html

The instructional 2-hour film, available on DVD – FREEDOM WRITERS
http://freedomwriters.com/

The 43-minute documentary film and trailer – DIALOGUE AT WASHINGTON HIGH
http://traubman.igc.org/vidschool.htm


